December 1997

Dear Friends,

Last year, I sent out my First Annual Generic Holiday Letter.  The response was truly overwhelming, indeed humbling.  They laughed!  They wept!  Never in my wildest imagination did I think that so much could be accomplished with a simple chronicle of events in my life.  But now that world peace has finally been realized, I don’t see much point in writing a Second Annual Generic Holiday Letter.  So I won’t.

It’s just as well, since this wasn’t nearly as eventful a year in my life as was last year.  I am still in the same job, still in the same house, and pretty much all of the basic facts about my life are largely unchanged.  In fact, so little has happened in the last year that if you reread my First Annual Generic Holiday Letter, you will be pretty much caught up.

If I did write a Second Annual Generic Holiday Letter, I suppose I might mention that things are going great with my new career.  I am now C.E.O. and Chairman of the Board of the company I work for.  It was a truly meteoric rise.  In fact, I was really worried that some of the little people I left behind might feel threatened by my success.  So, just out of my deep concern for their well-being, I still sit in the same cubicle and still write code.

Oh, and remember the community chorus I was directing last year.  Well I bought it.  It’s really cool to own a community chorus.  You should try it sometime.  Since I am the owner, I thought it would be a conflict of interest to also be the director, so I resigned from doing that.

I did take on a new part-time position as President of Illinois Central College, the local community college.  It’s not a very tought position—all I have to do is show up one evening a week to teach a course in C++ programming.  Personally, I think it’s a gross mismatch of job responsibility and salary and position.  So I am not going to do it anymore after the current semester ends.

I tried to have some fun this year.  I went on an around-the-world cruise last March.  It’s amazing how these around-the-world cruises can be completed in just four days, and all you actually see is Paris.  Still, it was a great trip, even if it was a lot to do and not enough time.

Like I said, it’s been an uneventful year.  That’s why I’m not writing this letter.

So what does 1998 hold?  Well, I think I’ll finally move away from Eureka.  One of the little people in my company (a vice-president), thanks to some arm-twisting on my part (it’s good to be in charge!) has decided to relocate to Seattle.  I’m not sure she can make a go of it on her own, so I thought I might go out there with her and give her a hand.  The move will probably happen sometime in the summer.  When it does, I’ll be in touch to give you my new address, since I know you will want to come visit.

Well, this concludes my brief summation of what I might have talked about if I had written my Second Annual Generic Holiday Letter.

I wish you peace, joy, and happiness during the holidays and in the new year.  Please keep in touch.  My phone number is still 309-467-4235, email address lgallow@mtco.com, and snail mail 406 South Henry, Eureka, IL 61530.

Happy Holidays!

